Grade 5/6
Connected Canada
Program Overview

Canada has many connections to the United States and other parts of the world.  Canadians have been involved in many conflicts that have resulted in links between many other countries.  These links have fostered relationships during and after these conflicts and have shaped Canada’s place in the world today.
This program focuses on Canada’s air defence role in the First and Second World Wars, the Cold War and introduces students to modern aerospace defence operations.  The relationship between Canada and the Unites States, Britain, Germany and Russia (USSR) are explored throughout the last century.

Students will be taught one of the key air defence techniques used by those working on the ground as they are asked to write backwards notes to each other, as those working on clear plotting boards would do.  They will then get the chance to explore the museum more deeply in a game of ‘BINGO’ that requires them to look closely at artifacts and exhibits and think critically about what they are looking at.

Program Details

	Grade Level
	Grade 6

	Duration
	60 minutes of tour, 30 minutes of activity (free time available after program)

	Cost
	$5.00 per student (minimum fee of $50.00)

	Chaperones
	Minimum one chaperone per 10 students (teachers and chaperones free)

	Group Size
	Maximum size 30 students

	Curriculum Links
	Social Studies


Interactive tour: Students will be given a tour of the museum with stops focusing on the First World War, Second World War, and multiple stops on the Cold War.  Hands-on activities such as an explanation of how radar works and having the chance to interact with historical radar consoles enhance the tour.

Plotting Board Writing: Before computer screens were available in air defence operations, personnel stood behind large clear plastic boards and filled out information or marked on a map from behind, so that they were not in the way of the information as others were reading it.  This resulted in the need to write backwards and also know directions and locations on a map in reverse as well.  Students will be asked to experiment with backwards writing with notes to their peers and then will have their knowledge of Canadian geography tested as they are asked to mark certain locations and directions on a reverse map.
Museum BINGO: Students will be given a BINGO sheet with questions about things found in the museum instead of numbers.  Correct answers will form the lines.  The questions focus on Canada’s relationship with other nations or our responsibilities or historical actions of own government.  Some of these questions are found directly on objects or in museum text panels, and others require critical and analytical thinking.
Free Time: Students are able to explore the museum on their own and have the opportunity to examine any exhibits not on the tour, sit in the cockpit of a CT-133 Silverstar “T-Bird” jet, watch historical videos, or visit the gift shop.

Curriculum Links

From the Grade 5 Social Studies Curriculum:

Students examine the structure and function of the three levels of government in Canada and how they relate to one another. Students use research skills and critical thinking skills to extend their understanding of the rights of groups and individuals and the responsibilities of citizenship in Canada. Students also identify ways in which government and the responsibilities of citizenship directly affect their own lives.

By the end of grade 5, students will:

· summarize the structures, functions, and interactions of Canada’s federal, provincial/territorial, and municipal governments, and identify and describe significant Canadian symbols, ceremonies, buildings, and political figures;

· use a variety of resources and tools to gather and analyse information about government processes, the rights of groups and individuals, and the responsibilities of citizenship in Canada, including participation in the electoral process;

· identify concrete examples of how government plays a role in contemporary society and of how the rights of groups and individuals and the responsibilities of citizenship apply to their own lives.
From the Grade 6 Social Studies Curriculum

Students identify and describe Canada’s economic, political, social, and physical links with the United States and other regions of the world. They use a variety of inquiry methods and research tools to investigate the importance of international connections for Canada’s well-being and influence in the world. Students identify current international issues that concern Canada, and describe Canada’s response to them.
By the end of Grade 6, students will:

· identify and describe Canada’s economic, political, social, and physical links with the United States and other regions of the world;

· use a variety of resources and tools to gather, process, and communicate information about the domestic and international effects of Canada’s links with the United States and other areas of the world;

· explain the relevance to Canada of current global issues and influences.
Knowledge and Understanding

· identify some countries with which Canada has links (e.g., in Europe, the Pacific Rim, the Americas, Asia, the Middle East,Africa);

· describe some of the connections Canada shares with the rest of the world (e.g., trade, history, geography, tourism, economic assistance, immigration, indigenous peoples, peacekeeping, media, culture);

· identify products that Canada imports and exports 

· identify the countries to which Canada exports goods 

· identify the countries from which Canada imports goods 

· identify some important international organizations/agreements in which Canada participates and describe their purpose

· identify Canada’s connections with the United States through the media, trade, immigration, culture, technology, tourism, history, and geography 

· describe distinguishing characteristics of the United States (e.g., climate, physical features, political system, economic activities, international influence, celebrations);

· describe distinguishing characteristics of a country in another region with which Canada has links
