Grade 8
Wartime Writings
Program Overview

Being away from home for a long period of time is never easy.  For more than a hundred years, the men and women in the Canadian military have been leaving their homes and families for sometimes months or years on end.  It can be a great adventure but sometimes very lonely.
This program highlights the lives of the people who served in the skies and on the ground in defence of Canada or our allies.  Special attention is given to Squadron Leader William Olmsted, a Canadian Spitfire pilot who served during the Second World War.  His letters home and diary entries are excellent insights into life as a Canadian fighter pilot.
Students will learn about the experiences of Canadians in air defence throughout the last century with an interactive tour and a letter writing activity.  Two letters will be written: one as a group as they imagine that they are in the Royal Canadian Air Force overseas and write a diary entry or letter home, and one on their own to a Canadian Forces member in a current day operation which will then be mailed out.
Program Details

	Grade Level
	Grade 8

	Duration
	60 minutes of tour, 45 minutes of activity (free time available after program)

	Cost
	$5.00 per student (minimum fee of $50.00)

	Chaperones
	Minimum one chaperone per 10 students (teachers and chaperones free)

	Group Size
	Maximum size 30 students

	Curriculum Links
	History, Language Arts


Interactive tour: Students will be given a tour of the museum with stops focusing on the First World War, Second World War, and multiple stops on the Cold War.  Hands-on activities such as an explanation of how radar works and having the chance to interact with historical radar consoles enhance the tour.

Letter Writing (Part I): Letters from Squadron Leader William Olmsted will be read while photos of him before, during and after the war are shown.  This will help students connect with him.  After the readings, students will be divided into groups and given a list of historical times, events and places.  As a group and using what they learned on the tour, they will invent a character and their occupation and write a letter home from their point of view.  They will present their letter to the class and explain how they chose their character and the ideas behind their letter.

Letter Writing (Part II): Students will be shown and taught about some of the modern operations that personnel who work in air defence are participating in today. As a class, they will decide which operation they would like to address and write letters to the deployed members.  Students will now be in touch with the many emotions that are associated with being away from home and can thank or brighten the day of a Canadian Forces member. The letters will be mailed out by the museum.

Free Time: Students are able to explore the museum on their own and have the opportunity to examine any exhibits not on the tour, sit in the cockpit of a CT-133 Silverstar “T-Bird” jet, watch historical videos, or visit the gift shop.

Curriculum Links

From the Grade 8 History Curriculum:

By the end of grade 8, students will:

· identify key events that illustrate Canada’s role within the British Empire and explain their significance – describe the treaties, alliances, events, and people that contributed to the start of the First World War, and explain their relevance to Canada.

· use a variety of primary and secondary sources to locate relevant information (e.g., primary sources: immigration posters, photographs of working conditions, journals and diaries; secondary sources: print materials, videos, CD-ROMs, Internet sites);

· analyse, synthesize, and evaluate historical information (e.g., immigration tables, population growth tables);

· describe and analyse conflicting points of view about a historical issue

From the Grade 8 Language Curriculum:

Oral Communication:

By the end of grade 8, students will:

· listen in order to understand and respond appropriately in a variety of situations for a variety of purposes;

· use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes;

· generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an intended purpose and audience;

· draft and revise their writing, using a variety of informational, literary, and graphic forms and stylistic elements appropriate for the purpose and audience;

· use editing, proofreading, and publishing skills and strategies, and knowledge of language conventions, to correct errors, refine expression, and present their work effectively;

Writing

Developing and Organizing Content

By the end of Grade 8, students will:
· identify the topic, purpose, and audience for more complex writing forms 
· generate ideas about more challenging topics and identify those most appropriate to the purpose

· gather information to support ideas for writing, using a variety of strategies and a wide range of print and electronic sources 
· sort and classify ideas and information for their writing in a variety of ways that allow them to manipulate information and see different combinations and relationships in their data 
· identify and order main ideas and supporting details and group them into units that could be used to develop a summary, a debate, or a report of several paragraphs, using a variety of strategies and organizational patterns
· determine whether the ideas and information they have gathered are relevant, appropriate, and sufficiently specific for the purpose, and do more planning and research if necessary

Using Knowledge of Form and Style in Writing
By the end of Grade 8, students will:
· write complex texts of a variety of lengths using a wide range of forms 
· establish a distinctive voice in their writing appropriate to the subject and audience, 
· regularly use vivid and/or figurative language and innovative expressions in their writing
· vary sentence types and structures for different purposes, with a focus on using a range of relative pronouns, subordinate conjunctions, and both the active and passive voice

· identify their point of view and other possible points of view, evaluate other points of view, and find ways to respond to other points of view, if appropriate

· identify elements in their writing that need improvement, selectively using feedback from the teacher and peers, with a focus on depth of content and appropriateness of tone

· make revisions to improve the content, clarity, and interest of their written work, using a variety of strategies

· produce revised draft pieces of writing to meet identified criteria based on the expectations
